W CONTEMPORARY CEREMONY -

WELCOME

We welcome all of you here ’coday to witness the marriage of (Groom’s full name)
and (Bricle’s full name) . As family and friends of this couple, our lives have
been touched ]oy them in a specia.l way. We are here to share in their joy and celebrate the commitment of their

love, a love that this man and this woman now desire to express in the estate of holy matrimony. So this is not
only a joyous occasion, but a holy one as well. May you see that your love for each other is truly a gif—t from God.
It is our prayer that your hearts will be molded ’cogether this clay with God’s seal of approval. May your marriage
be such that all will know that you not only have a &eep and a]oicling love for each other, but for God, your
Creator, as well.

CONSENT

And so, (Groom) , do you take (Bride) to be your wedded wife? Do you
promise to love her, comfort her, honor and respect her, and be faithful to her all the (lays of your life?

(772(2 Groom shall say): 1 do.

And (Bricle) , do you take (Groom) to be your wedded hushand? Do you
promise to love him, comfort him, honor and respect him, and be faithful to him all the clays of your life?

(T]ze Bride shall say): 1 do.
Who presents (Bride) to be married to (Groom) ?

(TZze Hscort shall say): Her Mother and I or I do or We do or Her family does or other.

(Bric]e gives éouquet to Maid ofHonor.)

ADDRESS AND READINGS

Today‘ is the beginning of an exciting new life together for the two of you, (Groom) and
(Bri&e) . It marks the commencement of new rela‘cionships to your families, your friends and
certainly to each other. God knew your needs when He ]orought you together. He knew exact]y what you needed
to make you complete. Now He wants you to commit yourselves to accept each other as the one He has chosen
to complete you. Here are five pearls of wisdom I want to share with you as you ]oegin this new journey toget}]er.
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First, LISTEN. Listen to each other. Try to hear what your mate is reaﬂy saying. The Scripture says: “Be quicé
to }zear, slow to speaé, and slow to anger.” What you say and how you say it is the foundation upon which to build
your marriage. Say ’chings that will encourage and support your partner. Take the words you hear from each
other into your heart and let them become Luil&ing blocks for a solid marriage. ..stepping stones to happiness.
Communication is very important in marriage. Take the time to talk with each other. But more importanf:ly,
take the time to listen.

Second, LEARN. Learn from cach other. Both of you are different in many ways. You each bring certain
abilities and specific sifts into this relations.hip. But do not become threatened ]oy your partner’s strengths or
talents. Join forces. Accept their strengths and combine them with yours because you both have so much to give
to this marriage. Every clay will be an adventure as you learn and understand something new about your mate,
In fac’c, the Bible says, “H, us]?ands, five with your wives i an una’ea’sfanaling way.” So (Groom) ,

your Iife]ong assignment is to try to understand this woman and (Bricle) , your life].ong

assignment is to make sure he understands you. What makes you “tick”? What makes you happy? What makes
you sad? What makes you secure? What makes you respon&? What an assignment! If you learn from each
other, not only will you be a better person, but also a better couple. Your marriage will grow stronger because of
your desire to understand your partner. So learn all you can about each other.

Listen, Learn, and ’chircl, LABOR...or work. Be Wiﬂing to work on your rela’cionship. Someone once said,
“Anything worth having in this life is worth Worleing for.” Make every effort to make this the very best marriage
on God’s earth. You don’t find precious gems just lying around on top of the ground. You have to dig and work
hard to get to them. But once you find ‘chem, it is worth every bit of effort that was made. So too, if you work on
your relationship, it will be like fincling those precious gems, and you’ﬂ “strike it rich” because of all your labor.

Listen, Learn, Labor, and four’ch, LAUGH. Learn to laugh. Laugh at yourself and 1augh at each other. The
Bible says that “/augl;ter is good medicine.” Getting married is a serious step, and it should be taken serious].y.
But I also am serious when 1 say that having fun and ]oeing‘ able to ].augh at our mistakes and shortcomings goes
a 1ong way in soli(lifying the mortar of this institution we call marriage. Studies show that laughter has a
profound and positive effect on the 1)0(1}7. Lau.g]ater is the best medicine {or a long and happy life. He who

laughs. .Jasts. So the best way to make your marriage work is to make it play.

Listen, Learn, Labor, Laugh, and finally, LOVE. What is love? Who am I to talk to you about love? We can see
it in your eyes. Countless songs have been written about it. Poems too many to number have been penned
&escribing it. Books as numerous as the stars in the s]zy have been authored by both men and women to tell us
all about it. But the one Book that rises above them all, the Bi]o]e, says this about love: “Love is very patient and
Linc], never jea/ous or envious, never Zvoast][u/or prou(j, never lzaug.lzty or se[z[islz or rude. Love does not demand its own
way nor is it irritable or toucky. It does not hold gma’ges and wi//lzara’/y ever notice when others do it wrong. [t is never
g/ad about injustice, but rejoices whenever truth wins out. This kind o][/oue knows no boundaries to its tolerance, no
end to its trust, no faa/ing o][its kope, no limit to its endurance. It can outlast anytizing. Love is, in ][act, the one t/fzing
that still stands when all olse has ][ai/ec]. ” So you can see, love is not just some‘ching you feel, itis something you
do. (Groom) , it has been saicl, “I you treat your wife like a queen, she will treat you like a
Izing.” Or to put it another way, “Tf you treat her like a ’chorough]ored, she’ll never turn into an old nag.”

And so...LISTEN , LEARN, LABOR, LAUGH and LOVE. Practice these five principles and, with God’s
guiolance, your marriage will blossom and grow into a lifelong par’cnership that will endure the chaﬂenges of life
and withstand the tests of time.
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WEDDING VOWS
ﬂ%e Oﬁ[icianf shall say): (Groorn) ) please repeat after me.

(Bride) , I thank God He has given us to each other / to share one life, one love, one
heart. / With God’s help, / Twill try to be everytlling' He wants me to be for you/so I may meet your

needs / and fulfill your dreams. / I will love you with an unconditional love / just as Chzrist loves us. /
In love I will lead you, / protect and provicle for you, / nurture and care for you, / and llonor and
respect you. / | promise to stay by your side / no matter what circumstances life may bring / and 1 vow
to be faithful and true / to you alone. / May my love give you strengt}l all the Jays of our lives.

(The Officiant shall say): (Bride) , please repeat after me.

(Groom) , as we become husband and wife toclay, / I promise to love you with an |

unencling love. /T give myself in all thing’s to your care / as unto the Lord. / As God has prepared me /
to be your he]pmate and companion in this life, / I commit m.yself to stand l)y you / whatever comes our
way. / I will be with you in sickness and in health, / whether we are rich or poor, / and clu_ring times of
]1appiness / as well as times of sorrow. / I will honor and respect you, / encourage and support you, / and
devote m.yseH to you. / | promise to be faitl'x{ul and true / to you alone. / Piay my love l)ring’ you joy all ;
the (].ays of our lives.

EXPLANATION OF THE RINGS

" You are about to give to each other a ring. The Wedoling ring is a sym]ool of many ’chings. It is made of precious
metals that symbolize a love that is pure and encluring. It is made of rare gems that syml)olize a love that is
priceless and irreplacea]ole. Itis madein a perfec’c circle that symboliZes alove that is permanent and everlasting.
Whenever you look at this ring, may it forever remind you of the promises you have made this clay to lzecp your

IOVQ pure, priceless allCl permanent.

EXCHANGE OF THE RINGS

(The Officiant shall say): May I have the token of (Groom’s) love for ( Bride) ?
(1 Oﬁ[iciant receives ring ][rom Best Man.)

(The Officiant shall then say): (Groom) , please repeat after me.

(Bride) , I give you this ring/as a symbol of my love and faithfulness, / and as I place
it on your {inger, /T commit my very heart and soul to you. /I ask you to wear this ring / as a reminder

of the vows we have spolzen / on this , oux We(lcling’ da&.

(The O]%'ciani' shall say): May | have the token of (Bricle’s) love for (Groom) 7
(1 Oﬁ[iciant receives ring ][mm Maid o][ Honor.)

(The Officiant shall then say): (Bride) , please repeat after me.

(Groom) , T also give you this ring / as a sign of my commitment / and the desire of

my heart. / May it always be a reminder / that T have chosen you above all others / and from this day
torward / we shall be united as husband and wife.
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LIGHTING OF THE UNITY CANDLE
(Or Other Optiona/ %cia/ing 77’aa7ition)

Ligh’cing the Unity Candle is a symbol of the union created ]3y a man and a woman who enter into marriage.
They are no 1onger two but one. The Bible says, “For this cause a man shall leave his ][atlzer and motlzar, and shall
cleave to his wi][e, and the two shall become one ﬂeslz. " Today, we see two people uniting themselves as one. ..as one
in the flesh and as one in the spirit, These candles sym]aolize that union. The two outer candles represent the
individual lives of (Groom) and (Bricle) and the families from which
’chey came. The ligh’cing of this Unity Candle not only sym]oolizes the coming together of these two individuals,
but the joining together of their families as well. May you all recognize your continuing importance in each
other’s lives ]oy sharing with each other the light of your love.

WEDDING PRAYER OF BLESSING

Dear Lorcl, we pray that You will bless this man and this woman as they l')egin their new journey toge'tller. In
all the experiences of ]ife, may they always stay close to You and to each other as Jchey share the joys and
]alessings as well as the trials and heartaches. Help them to honor and 12eep the promises made here toda,y, and
remind them claily of Your great love for them so ’chey, in turn, may reach out in love to others. Give them such
love and devotion that each may be to the other a s’crength in need, a comfort in sorrow, a counselor in

difﬁculty, and a companion in joy. Amen.

PRONOUNCEMENT

(Groom) and (Bri(le) , we have witnessed toclay the jolning of your two
lives in 1101}/ wedlock. You have exchanged your vows, and given and received these rings in token of your love

and commitment to each other. And so, I now pronounce you husband and wife.

KISS

(The Oﬁ[iciant shall say): (Groom) , you may kiss your Bride.
(Bric]e and Groom Liss.)

PRESENTATION

(Bride receives ]Douquet ][rom Maid o][Honor and the Oﬁ[iciant ska// say): Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my privi]ege
to introduce to you (Mr. and Mus.) .
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