.

WEDDING TRADITIONS
AND

OTHER SPECIAL TOUCHES

1) The Unity Candle

Lig]n’cing the Unity Candle sym]aolizes the joining together or ]olending of separate lives. It is the coming
together of two families and the merging of two individuals into one married couple, a love that burns jointly.
The Unity Candle is an arrangement of three candles (the middle candle sometimes })eing 1arger than the other
two). The two side candles are lit before the wedding ceremony loegins. These are usuaﬂy, but not always, lit l)y
the Bride’s parents and the Groom’s parents on their respective sides of the altar. Lighting the Unity Candle
normaﬂy takes place after the Bride and Groom exchange vows and rings. The officiant will share a few t}loughts
about the unity that exists between a husband and wife when they enter into marriage, after which the couple
will take their respective candles and hght the middle candle. The couple then extinguisl'les their respective
candles Ly gently Llowing out the ﬂame, syml)olizing that tl'ley are now “one.” Sometimes the couple chooses
not to blow out their candles to sym]oolize that, even ’chough they are now one, they continue to retain their
inclividuality. (See words used in Liglqting of the Unity Candle in Traditional, Contemporary, Civil, Short and
Sweet, Second Time Around and Al in the Fami/y ceremonies. )

=

2) The Marriage Vessel and the Rose™
First Version

This ceremony may be used as an alternative to the Unity Candle, especiaﬂy at outdoor wecldings. The Officiant
explains that the Bride and Groom have chosen to share two gifts, A Marriage Vessel and a Rose, to syrnl)olize
their ever-growing lifelong commitment to each other. He then explains the significance of this ceremony.

(The Oﬁ[iciant says):

The spiritual roots of The Marriage Vessel and The Rose grow out of an unders’can&ing of God as the Potter or
Creator, and the Gardener or Sustainer of Life. The vessel of clay, lovingly shapecl hy the Potter, is a sym}:)ol of
love's strength and endurance. The miracle of the vessel is that it not only protects, but is enriched })y that
which it holds, the rose. Lilzewise, the rose, born of the tiniest seecls, symbolizes the ]oeau‘cy and potential of
growing in love throughout life together. Both the vessel and the rose are individuaﬂy unique, yet, when

coml)ine&, Jchey create an o]:)ject of even greater l)eau’cy.
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(The Groom presents the rose to the Bride and says):

(Bride) , this rose represents the beauty I see in you. /I thank you for the person you
are / and the person I am becoming‘ / because of your love for me.

(The Bride presents the vessel to the Groom and says):

(Groom) , this vessel represents the streng’th I see in you. / I thank you for the love
you have given me / and for all we will share together.

(The Bride then p/aces the rose in the vessel; t]zey hold it togetlzer and the Bride and Groom say):

As our g’ifts ]Jring’ Leauty and purpose to each other,‘ / may our lives continue to enrich and strengthen
one another.

(The Oﬁ[iciant says):

(Groom) and (Bride) , as you share each passing day and as your days
become years, remember this tradition you have created. On each Weclcling anniversary, place an additional rose
in the Marriage Vessel to symbolize your ever-growing love for one another. May The Marriage Vessel and the
Rose always be a syrnbol of the ]:)eauty and s’crength you Lring to each other’s lives.

Second Version
(lee Groom hands his Bride ai/ong—stemmec] rose and says):

(Bride) ' take this rose as a sym])ol of my love. /It ]oeg’an as a tiny bud and

Llossomed, / just as my love has grown for you.
(The Bride p/aces the rose into a vessel or vase fff//ea] with water and says):

(Groom) A | take this rose, [ a sym]:)ol of your love, / and I place it into water, / a
symbol of life. / For just as this rose cannot survive without water, / I cannot live without you.

(The Groom respona’s by saying):

In remembrance of this day, /1 will give you a rose each year on our anniversary / as a reaffirmation
of my love / and the vows we have spolzen here today.

(The Bride responais Z)y saying):

And T will refill this vessel with water each year, / reacly to receive your g’ift / in reaffirmation of the
new life you have given me / and the vows we have spolzen here today.

ﬂ%e Bride and Groom join hands around the rose-fi//ec] vessel and say togetlzer):

Just as this rose and vessel of water give })eauty and life to each other, / so may our love blossom and
grow / throughout our life tog’ether.

You may obtain a complete copy of The Marriage Vessel and The Rose™ Ceremony as well as the Marriage Vessel
by contacting Clergy Services, whose address and phone number appear on page 96.
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3) The Unity Cup

Two separate goblets are filled with wine. Before the couple is pronounced “husband and wife,” the Bride and
Groom each pour half of the wine into a separate cup, the Unity Cup, from which each sips. The half-filled
goblets are a reminder of their inclividuali‘cy; the single cup marks their new life together.

(The Oﬂ;'ciant says):

As you share the wine from a single cup, so may you, under God’s guidance, share contentment, peace, and
fulfillment from the Cup of Life. May you find life’s joys heightened, its bitterness swee‘cenecl, and each of its
moments hallowed ]oy true companionship and love. (From the Rabbi’s Manual)

<D
1) The We(l(ling Ring Ceremony

The %Ja’ing Ring Ceremony is a tradition that evolved from a custom da‘cing back to ancient times. A husband
would wrap circles of braided grass around his bride’s wrists and ankles, believing it would 1eeep her spirit from
1eaving her Lo&y. The bands evolved into leather, carved stone, metal—and even’cuaﬂy silver and gold. Toclay the
bands have a more romantic meaning. Because of the ring’s circular shape, it sym})olizes eternal love—a love
without Leginning or end.

The Best Man or Ring Bearer usuaﬂy carries both rings and gives them to the Officiant cluring the ceremony.
The Officiant explains the significance of the wedding rings or describes the custom behind the giving of rings
and then passes them to the Bride and Groom. (See Exp/anation o][ the Rings in Traditional, Contemporary, Civil,
Short and Sweet, Second Time‘Arounc[ and All in the Fami/y ceremonies.) The Groom places the ring on the
Bride’s left hand, third finer as he says his vows. The Bride then places the Groom’s ring on his left hand, third
finger, also repeating her vows. The third finger was chosen because it was believed the vein in that finger led
directly to the heart. (See also Ring Exckange Vows.)

— e,

5) The Ceremony of The Rose (The First Gify)

First Version

The Ceremony of the Rose syml)olizes the merging of the Bride’s and Groom’s families. When the Bride enters,
she has in her possession two roses (usuaﬂy red). When she approacl'les the altar, she will stop and give a rose to
her mother or significant mother figure along with a kiss. In cloing this, she is expressing her gratitucle for
preparing her for this moment and for receiving the man she is about to marry into her family. When the
we&&ing ceremony has ended and she and the Groom exit, the Bride will stop and give a rose to the Groom's
mother or significan’c mother figure along with a kiss. In c],oing this, she is expressing her gratitude for preparing
her new hushand for this moment and for receiving her into the Groom's £ami1y. A variation can be to present

both roses either upon their entrance or upon their exit.
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Second Version
(The O}%'ciant says):

(Groom) and (Bride) have chosen to give each other a rose which is their
first gi{'l: as husband and wife. (The Ojg[i'ciani' at this time wi//give both the Bride and the Groom a rose, and t/wy in
turn will present their rose to cach other. ) This rose was born of the tiniest of seeds and has blossomed into the
beautiful flower that it is today. ..and so it is with your rela’cionship. It Legan as a small feeling and blossomed
and grew into something beautiful. And now you stand before us Jcoday to make a commitment to each other as
husband and wife. Since you know that love must be sharecl, it is your desire to share these first gifts with two
very special people, two people who ]aelpecl to prepare you for this moment and molded you into the individuals
that you are toclay. (The Bride and Groom turn and present their roses to their mothers or significant mother
ﬁgures and offer a hug ora 12iss.)

T,
6) Tl’le Family Me(lallion b (For ceremonies fnvo/ving clzi/dren)

This ceremony, created l)y Rev. Roger Coleman, was clesignecl to significantly include the children of those being
married in the we(lcling celebration. The Fami/y Medallion provides a symbol for recognizing family relationships
]:)y adcling a third circle to the two “marriage circles.” During this part of the ceremony, the children shall come
forward and form a circle with the Bride and Groom who welcome the children into the family and Verl')a”y
make a commitment to them.

(ﬂze Oﬁ[iciant says):

Just as (Groom) and (Bricle) gave éach other rings as symbols of their
love and commitment to one another, so too, they would like to present each of you with a gif’c asa symlm] of

their love and commitment to you. This medallion is made up of three intertwining circles, two of which
sym]aolize the union of this man and woman in marriage. The third circle represents the joining of children to
this union, rnaleing it comp]e‘ce as we celebrate the new farnily created here today.

You may obtain a complete copy of the Fami/y Medallion Ceremony, as well as Fami/y Medallion™ jewe].ry, hy

contacting Clergy Services, whose address and phone number appear on page 96. Also, for a more extended
presentation of the Fami/y Medallion Ceremony, please refer to the Al in the Fami/y ceremony on page 34.
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Creative Alternatives (Add that specia/ touch to your wec[cling. )

7) Have the Groom’s parents escort the Groom down the aisle and the Bride’s parents escort the Bride down
the aisle, which is common in Jewish weddings.

IO

8) Have the Officiant change positions with the couple so that the Bride and Groom face the audience and the
Officiant has his back to the audience.

IO

9) Have the Bride and Groom memorize or read their vows (printed on a 3x5 card) rather than repeat them
after the Officiant.

=

10) During the ceremony, have friends or relatives participate ]oy sharing a poem, a reacling, a quote, some

Scripture, a prayer, or special thoughts about the Bride and Groom.

=C

11) Have the guests participate l)y joining the soloist in a ]nymn, a favorite chorus or special song during the
ceremony. The words could be printed in the program or projected onto a screen.

=1

12) Sl’lOW a brief slicle—’cape presentation on ’the lives of the Bricle an(l Groom.

67




