TRADITIONAL CEREMONY

WELCOME

We welcome all of you here today as we have gathered together in the presence of God and these witnesses to join
(Groom’s full name) and (Bride’s full name) in
holy matrimony. Marriage is a gi{:t...a gi{"t from God, given to us so that we might experience the joys of
unconditional love with a life—long partner. God designecl marriage to be an intimate relationship between two
people——mentaﬂy, emo’cionaﬂy, physicaﬂy and spiri‘cuaﬂy. Just as the two of you make vows to one another today,
God also made vows to you and me that show how much He loves and cares for each one of us. Listen to these
vows that are recorded for us in His Word: “I will betroth you to myself ][orever n /awfu/ wedlock with un,;zi/ing
devotion and Jove; I will commit myse/f to you, to have and to Zzo/al, and you shall know the Lord.”
Groom and Bride , because your cleep love for each other comes from
God above, this is a sacred moment, and it is with great reverence that I now ask...

CONSENT

(Groom) , do you take (Bride) to be your wedded wife, to live together
after God’s ordinance in the holy estate of matrimony? Do you promise to love 1161’, comfort her, honor and
lzeep her in sickness and in health, and forsalzing all others, remain faithful to her as 1ong as you both shall live?

(The Groom shall say): 1 do.
And (Bride) , do you take (Groom) to be your wedded hus]oancl, to live

together after God’s ordinance in the holy estate of matrimony? Do you promise to love him, comfort him,
honor and lzeep him in sickness and in health, and forsaleing all others, remain faithful to him as long as vou

both shall live?

(The Bride shall say): 1 do.

Who gives (Bride) to be married to (Groom) - ?

(The Escort shall say): Her Mother and T or I do or We do or Her family does or other.
(Bride gives bouquet to Maid of Honor.)

ADDRESS AND READINGS

Today is the Leginning of a new life toge’cher for you. [t marks the commencement of new relationships to vour
families, your friends, and certainly to each other. You have invited these special guests to share in one of life’s
greatest moments as they give recognition to the worth and l)eauty of your love and add their best wishes to the
words which shall unite you 'today as husband and wife. God kuew your needs when He Lrough’c you together.
He knew exactly what you needed to make you complete. And now, He wants you to commit yourselves to
accept each other as the one He has chosen to comple’ce you.
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(Groom) , God’s Word tells us what kind of husband a man should be:

“And you husbands, show the same kind o][/ove to your wives as Christ showed to the church when He
aiieal][or her. That is how husbands should be toward their wives, /oving them in the same kind of way.
For since a man and his wi][e are now one, a man 1s rea//y c]oing lzimselr/a ][avor and ]oving lftimseb[wlzen
he loves his w1fe/ No one hates his own Loc]y but /oving/y cares ][or it just as Christ cares for His Zroa]y,
the church, o][wlziclz we are all parts. Husbands, lve with your wives in an unc]erstanc]ing way, giving
them respect, and treating them with honor since t]aey are heirs together with you in the grace of /U[e )

(Bride) , the quali’cies which make a woman Jcruly beautiful have been written in the book
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"I][you can ][ma] a tru/y good w{y[e, she is worth more than precious gems! Her husband can trust hes,
and she will riclz/y satis]/y his needs. She will not hinder him, but Zze/p him all her /1'][e. She is a woman
o][strengtlz and alignity, and has no ][ear o][o/a’ age. When she speaks, her words are wise, and kindness
is the rule 0][ everyt/qing she says. She watches aare][u//y all that goes on t]'zrouglzout her household, and
is never /azy. Her childven stand and bless her; so does her hushand. He praises her with these words:
“There are many fine women in the world, but you are the best ofthem alll’ Charm can be a’eceptiue and
beauty doesn'’t last, but a woman who ][ears and reverences God shall be great/y praisea]. "

In the Bible, there is a chapter commonly known as the “Love Chapter"———l Corinthians 13. It describes the
kind of love that must characterize your lives Jcoge’c]ner if you are to live in joy and harrnony and honor before

God and your fellow man. Listen to what it says:

“Love is patient and kind: love is not jea/ous or Loastfu/; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not
insist on its own way; 1t is not irritable or resentfu/; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the
rig]qt. Love bears all t/fu'ngs, believes all tlzings, lzopes all tln'ngs, endures all tlfzings. Love never][ai].s. So
][ait]q, lzope, and love abic]e, these tlzree; but the greatest o][ these is love.”

(Groom) , I believe you are saying to all of us toclay that you are committing yourse“? to this
woman only, moving toward her in a more open and intimate way, giving yourself to care for her and promising
to love her as she needs to be loved. And (Bri(le) , I believe you are saying to us that you are
committing yourself to this man only, moving toward him with increasing openness, tenderness and respect,
giving yoursellc to him and trusting him as the head of your home and, t]:lrough him, lis‘cening to God's plan for

your life toget}ler.

And so, (Groom) ,if you will love (Bri(le) as Christ loves the Church,
and (Bricle) ,if you will responcl to (Groom) as unto the Lord, your
companionship as hushand and wife will blossom into a spiritual, emotional and physical closeness heyoncl

which nothing can compare.
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WEDDING VOWS
(TZze Oﬁ[iciant shall say): (Groom) ) please repeat after me.
I .| take thee, ./ to be my wedded wife / to have and to hold / from

’
this clay forward, / for better, for worse, / for richer, for poorer, / in sickness and in health, / to love and
to cherish, / till death do us part. / This is my solemn vow.

(ﬂze Ojg[iciant shall say): (Bricle) ' please repeat after me.
I ! take thee, , / to be my wedded hus])an(l / to have and to hold /

!
from this clay forward, / for better, for worse, / for richer, £ox poorer, / in sickness and in health, / to

love and to cherish, / till death do us part. / This is my solemn vow.

EXPLANATION OF THE RINGS

The wecl&ing ring serves as a sym]ool of the promise you have just spolzen. Tt is the outward and visible sign of an
inward and invisible love which binds your hearts toge’cher. The wedding ring is also a sym]ool of what God is. He
is without beginning and without end—He is eternal. As you can see, the ring is without Leginning and without
end. So I believe this exchange of rings not only reminds us of the unending love you have for each other, but
also reflects the eternal love God has for each of you.

EXCHANGE OF THE RINGS

ﬂize O]f‘/‘iciant shall say): May I have the token of (Groorn's) love for (Bricle) ?
(Officiant receives ring from Best Man.)

(TYae O]%'ciant shall then say): (Groom) , please repeat after me.

This ring [ give in token and ple&g’e [ as a sign of my love and devotion. / With this ring | thee wed.
(TZ)e Oﬁ[iciant shall say): May | have the token of (Bride’s) love for (Groom) 4
(Oﬁ[iciant receives ring from Maid o][ Honor.)

The Officiant shall then say): (Bride) , please repeat after me.

This ring I give in token and pleclge [ as a sign of my love and devotion. / With this ring I thee wed.
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LIGHTING OF THE UNITY CANDLE
(Or Other Optional Wedding Tradition)

The Unity Candleis a syml)ol of the union that exists between a man and a woman who enter the holy estate of
matrimony. They are no 1onger two but one. Genesis 2:24 says, “For this cause shall a man leave his ][atlwr and
mother and shall cleave to his wife, and the two shall become one ﬂes]fz. ” In a marriage rela’cionship, a man and a
woman leave one home to establish another. These two candles represent the individual homes in which
(Groom) and (Bride) grew up. The center candle represents the new
home they are establis]ning today with Christ as the heart of that home. As (Groom) and
(Bri&e) join together in hghting this Unity Candle, may we all reflect on the union made

here this &ay between God, this woman, and this man.

WEDDING PRAYER OF BLESSING

Qur Heavenly Father, we ask Your blessing upon these two lives and the home t]rley are establishing today. May
the love they have for each other grow deeper and stronger because of their love for You. Lord, You gui&ed them
to each other, now guide them in this new journey as husband and wife. As t]rley walk down this pa‘cl'l, hgl‘\t their
way s0 they may keep their eyes focused on Your will, their hands hol&ing fast to Your truth, their feet ﬁrmly
planted in Your Word, and their hearts hound together by Your love. This we pray in Your name. Amen.

PRONOUNCEMENT

(Groom) and (Bride) ., since you have consented together in holy

matrimony and have pledged yourselves to each other by your solemn vows, hy the giving of rings, and have
declared your commitment of love before God and these witnesses, | now pronounce you husband and wife in

the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Those whom God hath joine& together, let no

man separate.

KISS
(TZze Oﬁ[iciant shall say): (Groom) , you may kiss your Bride.
(Briale and groom kiss.)

PRESENTATION

(Bric]e receives Zyouquet from Maid ofHonor and the Off/l;'ciant shall say): Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my privﬂege
to introduce to you (Mr. and Murs.) .
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